
September 20, 2010


Board of County Commissioners

Regular Board Meeting

Monday, September 20, 2010
The Board of County Commissioners in and for Wakulla County met for a Board Meeting on Monday, September 20, 2010 with Chairman Howard Kessler presiding.  Present were Commissioners Mike Stewart, Lynn Artz, Alan Brock, and George Green.  Also, present were County Administrator Ben Pingree, County Attorney Heather Encinosa and Deputy Clerk Evelyn Evans.

The first order of business was an Attorney-Client Executive Session that was called to order at 4:00 p.m. in the County Commission Chambers located at 29 Arran Road, Suite 101, Crawfordville, Florida to discuss ongoing litigation.

The Board went into a closed session pursuant to Section 286.011(8), Florida Statutes.  The subject matter of the executive session is the proposed settlement in the following matter:  Ronald F. Crum v. Wakulla County.

The discussions in the session shall be confined to settlement negotiations and/or strategy relating to litigation expenditures.  The session will recorded by a certified court reporter.  The meeting will last approximately one hour and is attended by Chairman Howard Kessler, Commissioner Lynn Artz, Commissioner Alan Brock, Commissioner George Green, Commissioner Mike Stewart, County Administrator Ben Pingree, County Attorney Heather Encinosa, Assistant County Attorney Greg Stewart and a certified court reporter.

Following the closed session, the Board will reconvene in open session so that the Board may consider general issues relating to the pending litigation and the Chair may announce the termination of the executive session.

The Executive Session concluded and the general session was called back to order at 4:24 p.m. The Board took a recess and will reconvene at 5:00 p.m.


5:00 p.m.  The general session was called back to order.

   



 

Invocation and Pledge led by Commissioner Green
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
(CD5:01)  Commissioner Stewart moved to approve the Agenda with the following modifications/changes:

Commissioner Artz – requesting to make an announcement under Awards & Presentations
Commissioner Kessler – pull items 15 & 16 on the Consent Agenda for discussion and Erica Morse is making an announcement under Awards & Presentations regarding Coastal Clean-up day

Commissioner Brock – requesting to make an announcement under Awards & Presentations

County Attorney – discussion regarding the upcoming Solid Waste Workshop, announcement regarding the Fire Protection Assessment and Related Hardship Assistance, and remove item 17 from the Agenda
County Administrator – USDA negotiations regarding the grant loan

Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
PUBLIC HEARING
(CD5:05)  1.  Request Board approval to conduct the second of two Public Hearings to adopt the Final FY2010/2011 Budget and Millage Rate
This is the second of two required public hearings on the Wakulla County Budget for Fiscal Year 2010/2011.  If you wish to speak during the public hearing portion of this meeting, please step forward at the appropriate time.
Now the County Administrator will read the Millage rate into the public record.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

The proposed Board of County Commissioners of Wakulla County Final Countywide Millage rate is 8.7500 mills, which is 5.79% less than the countywide rolled-back Millage rate of 9.2875 mills.

CHAIRMAN:

I am opening up the floor for a motion to begin the public hearing.

Commissioner Stewart made a motion to conduct the public hearing, second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

At this time, the individuals that have turned in a speaker card to the clerk are allowed to speak.

Commissioner Brock moved to close the Public Hearing, second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
CHAIRMAN

Florida Statues require the Board to address the Millage rate before addressing the budget.

The Board must vote on the Millage rate and the budget separately.  I will now entertain the following motions:

Commissioner Stewart moved to approve the Board of County Commissioners FY 2010/2011 Final Countywide Millage rate of 8.75 mills.  Second by Commissioner Brock with Commissioners Stewart, Brock and Green voting in favor, Commissioners Kessler and Artz voting in opposition and the motion carried, 3/2.
Commissioner Brock moved to approve the Board of County Commissioners FY 2010/2011 Final Countywide Budget of $51,072,647 as presented by the Administrator on July 15, 2010 and as amended through the agenda process today.  Second by Commissioner Stewart with Commissioners Stewart and Brock voting in favor, Commissioners Artz, Kessler and Green voting in opposition and the motion failed, 2/3.
Gavel passed

Commissioner Kessler moved to cut the Sheriff’s Office budget by 5%, that the paid firefighters go back into the general fund, make the volunteer firefighters whole, and the four OPS people from Parks & Rec sharing $17,000.00 added back into the budget.  Second by Commissioner Artz for discussion, but subsequently withdrew the second because she did not agree with moving the paid firefighter salaries back into the general fund.
Gavel returned to Commissioner Kessler

Commissioner Artz moved to restore the funding of $17,000 for four OPS employees that collect revenues for Parks and Recreation with the savings recognized by cutting electric & fuel costs across all departments.  All departments will need to track fuel and energy usage on a regular basis.  Gavel passed and Commissioner Kessler seconded the motion with Commissioners Artz, Brock, Green and Kessler voting in favor, Commissioner Stewart voting in opposition and the motion carried, 4/1.

Gavel returned to Commissioner Kessler

Commissioner Green moved to approve the Board of County Commissioners FY 2010/2011 Final Countywide Budget of $51,072,647 as presented by the Administrator on July 15, 2010 as amended through the agenda process today.  Second by Commissioner Stewart with Commissioners Stewart, Brock and Green voting in favor, Commissioner Artz and Kessler voting in opposition and the motion carried, 3/2.

(CD7:18)  2.  Request Board approval to conduct the Public Hearing and adopt the proposed Ordinance Amending Section 6.010.2, Wakulla County Code of Ordinances pertaining to appeals from decisions made by the Wakulla County Division of Animal Control
Commissioner Artz moved to conduct the Public Hearing and adopt the proposed Ordinance amending Section 6.010.2 of the Animal Control Ordinance.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

(CD7:19)  3.  Request Board approval to conduct a Public Hearing to allow citizen input on the application to the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program (FRDAP)

Commissioner Artz moved to conduct the public hearing to receive citizen input on the FRDAP grant application elements for the Big Bend Maritime Center.  Second by Commissioner Green and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
(CD7:38)  Commissioner Artz moved that the County and Florida Foresight meet with Florida Communities Trust to look at the possibility of refining or looking at ways to improve the conceptual plan, with Commissioner Artz as the Board representative.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
(CD7:40)  1.  Randy Denker – filing lawsuit on behalf of Wakulla Watchdogs regarding unethical practices of the County Administrator.  

(CD7:43)  2.  Bob Danzey – Wetlands Application Fee

(CD7:47)  3.  Renee Calhoun – items on the Agenda with no information available for review
(CD7:49)  4.  Steve Calhoun – County concerns and issues
(CD7:50)  5.  Dana Peck – County mismanagement in the Weatherization Program
AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS
(CD7:53)  Ongoing Study re: Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal & Management Options/Wakulla Springs – Commissioner Kessler
(CD7:54)  Economic Impact of the Oil Disaster on Panacea Businesses – Panacea Business Community

Advocate for Coastal Communities needed and requesting County involvement – Paige Killeen
(CD8:00)  Keep Wakulla Beautiful, Coastal Clean-up 2010 on Saturday, September 25, 2010 at 8:30 a.m. – Erica Morse
(CD8:03)  The Wakulla Environmental Institute – Commissioner Kessler
(CD8:07)  Rep. Bembry is scheduled at the Library on September 28, 2010 at 10:30 a.m.
(CD7:08)  Food drive Sunday’s in October from 2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. in the Winn Dixie Parking Lot.  Request for donations to stock the local food banks
(CD7:08)  Announcement of CRTPA Community Meetings for the Southern Woodville Highway Corridor Study – Lindsay Stevens….The series will begin tomorrow night in the Woodville Community Center starting at 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.  For more information go to www.mywakulla.com
CONSENT AGENDA
(CD8:14)  Commissioner Stewart moved to approve the Consent Agenda minus items 15 & 16 that are pulled for discussion.  Second by Commissioner Green and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

4.  Approval of Minutes – September 2, 2010 Special Meeting

Approve

5.  Approval of Minutes – September 7, 2010 Regular Board Meeting

Approve

6.  Approval of Minutes – September 9, 2010 Public Hearings to consider approving the Fire and Solid Waste Special Assessments

Approve 
7.  Approval of Payment of Bills and Vouchers Submitted for September 2, 2010 – September 15, 2010
Approve

8.  Request Board approval of a Resolution accepting a Corrective Quit Claim Deed for Smith Creek Volunteer Fire Department Property 

Approve – Resolution accepting the Corrective Quit Claim Deed for the Smith Creek Volunteer Fire Department property

9.  Request Board approval of 2010 Board Meeting and Holiday Schedule
Approve

10.  Request Board review and approval of the modification of agreement between Florida Department of Community Affairs and Wakulla County BOCC for an increase in Weatherization Assistance Program allocation of $171,149.00

Approve – Resolution and Budget Amendment accepting the Weatherization Assistance Program Contract and funding Modification.

11.  Request Board approval of a Resolution to accept funding from the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for Phase III funding of the Ochlocknee Bay Bike Trail and authorize the Chairman to execute a Local Agency Program Agreement (LAP) between Wakulla County and FDOT for the preliminary engineering and construction of Phase III; and request approval to submit an application for Federal Assistance to the U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service for construction of Phase IV
Approve – Resolution to accept funding from FDOT for Phase III of the OBBT and authorize the Chairman to execute a Local Agency Program Agreement (LAP) between Wakulla County and FDOT for the Preliminary Engineering and Construction of Phase III of the OBBT; and approve to submit an Application for Federal Assistance to the U. S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service for Construction of Phase IV.
12.  Request Board approval to submit FY2010-2011 State Aid to Libraries Grant Application
Approve – authorize staff to submit the State Aid to Libraries Grant Application for FY2010-2011
13.  Request Board approval to accept the Transfer of Ownership of the Wilderness Coast Public Libraries Bookmobile to Wakulla County 

Approve – acceptance of the transfer of the Wilderness Coast Public Libraries Bookmobile to Wakulla County


14.  Request Board approval to schedule a Public Hearing to consider an Ordinance concerning Execution and Satisfaction of Code Enforcement Liens

Approve
17.  Request Board approval to Award the Contract for the Comprehensive Housing Grant Review Consultant RFP#2010-11 – removed from the Agenda
18.  Request Board approval of a Two (2) Year Contract Extension for Auditing Services with Powell and Jones, C.P.A. and authorize the Chairman to execute Contract Amendment

Approve – authorize the Chairman to execute a contract amendment for the optional two-year renewals remaining on the current contract with Powell & Jones, C.P.A., for professional auditing services for Wakulla County
19.  Request Board approval to apply for 2010 Fall E911 Rural County Grant Program Funds
Approve – to apply for the Fall E911 Rural County Grant in the amount of $29,768.36 for the 2010-2011 maintenance costs of the Wakulla County’s E911 System

27.  Request Board approval to execute a Lease/Purchase Agreement with Cisco, Key Government Finance, for the telephone system for the Board Offices
Approve – authorize the Chairman to execute the Lease Purchase Agreement with Cisco, Key Government Financing for the purchase of the Telephone System for the Board
CONSENT ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION
(CD8:14) 15.  Request Ratification of the Board Discussion during the July 22, 2010 Workshop regarding the Proposed Kennel Licensing Ordinance 

Commissioner Stewart moved to ratify the Board discussion held during the July 22, 2010 Workshop regarding the proposed Kennel Licensing Ordinance.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

(CD8:21) 16.  Request Board approval to Award the Contract for the Insurance Services RFP#2010-10

Commissioner Stewart moved to select Public Risk Insurance Agency (PRIA) as Vendor for Insurance Coverage and Services.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0. 
GENERAL BUSINESS

(CD8:54) 20.  Request Board consideration and approval to waive the Moratorium on travel to send four Crawfordville Volunteer Fire Department Members to attend the State of Florida's Fallen Firefighter Memorial Ceremony in Ocala, Florida and the National Fallen Firefighter Memorial Ceremony in Emmetsburg, Maryland in Honor of Captain Richard Rhea


Commissioner Brock moved to authorize waiving the travel moratorium for the purpose of attending the State Line of Duty Death Memorial Ceremony and authorize the provision of County vehicle(s) and fuel costs; and approve travel to the Federal Line of Duty Death memorial Ceremonies authorizing travel cost not to exceed the total of $2,058.00.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
(CD8:56) 21.  Request Board acceptance of the County Administrator Evaluations and authorization to transmittal of same to the Chairman
Commissioner Stewart moved to accept the evaluations and transmit same to the Chairman for action in accordance with the employment agreement between the Board and the County Administrator.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
(CD8:57) 22.  Request Board approval of a Resolution and Certifications to accept the Public Housing Agency (PHA) 2010 - 2014 Five (5) Year and 2010 Annual Plan
Commissioner Green moved to approve the Resolution and Certifications accepting the 2010 Five (5) Year and Annual PHA Plan.  Second by Commissioner Stewart with Commissioners Kessler, Stewart, Brock, and Green voting in favor, Commissioner Artz voting in opposition and the motion carried, 4/1.
COMMISSIONER AGENDA ITEMS
COMMISSIONER KESSLER
(CD9:20) 28b.  Continuing concerns relating to the Housing Department – Commissioner Kessler item
Commissioner Brock moved to direct staff to expedite the outsourcing of all programs that are administrated by the Housing Department.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

(CD9:27) 28a.  Request Board approval to pave Concord Road

Commissioner Stewart moved to approve the paving of Concord Road, connecting to Rehwinkle and Martin Luther King Road.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.  
COMMISSIONER STEWART
(CD9:36) 23. a. Request Board approval to establish a Committee to oversee operational duties of the Wakulla County Fire Department
Commissioner Stewart moved to establish a committee to oversee operational duties of the Wakulla County Fire Department and appointing Commissioner Stewart to serve on the Committee.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

COMMISSIONER ARTZ

(CD9:38) 24.  a. Recycling Task Force

Commissioner Artz moved to establish a Recycling Task Force, second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
COUNTY ATTORNEY
(CD9:40) 25.  Request Board approval for comprehensive revision of Ordinances relating to Code Enforcement and the Animal Control Ordinance
Commissioner Brock moved to approve Comprehensive Revision of certain County Ordinances and authorize the County Attorney not to exceed 30 hours without coming back to the Board.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
(CD9:46) 26.  Board Consideration of Mediated Settlement Agreement in the matter of Crum v. Wakulla County
Commissioner Stewart moved to pay the mediated settlement agreement of $117,500 in full satisfaction of all attorney fees, costs, damages, or claims whatsoever and approve other terms as stated in the agreement, with monies coming out of the General Fund Reserve Account.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
(CD9:50)  Verbal update on Wakulla County v. Panacea Area Development Corp.  (Wakulla Gardens Deed Restrictions)
(CD9:51)  Solid Waste Licensing Program – Workshop scheduled for November 4, 2010
(CD9:55)  Fire Protection Assessment and Related Hardship Assistance Program application is on www.wakulla.com
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR - 0
DISCUSSION ISSUES BY COMMISSIONERS - 0
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
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