BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR BOARD MEETING & EXECUTIVE SESSION
MONDAY, MARCH 5, 2012
The Board of County Commissioners in and for Wakulla County met for a regular scheduled Board Meeting on Monday, March 5, 2012 with Chairman Alan Brock presiding.  Present were Commissioners Randy Merritt, Lynn Artz, Jerry Moore, and Mike Stewart.  Also, present were County Administrator David Edwards, County Attorney Heather Encinosa and Deputy Clerk Evelyn Evans.

4:00 p.m.  Executive Session called to order by Commissioner Merritt
Voyles v. Wakulla County, Case No. 4:11-cv-157-SPM-WCS (U. S. District Court Northern District Florida)

The discussions in this session shall be confined to settlement negotiations and/or strategy relating to litigation expenditures.  In attendance at this meeting will be Chairman Alan Brock, Vice-Chairman Randy Merritt, Commissioner Lynn Artz, Commissioner Mike Stewart, Commissioner Jerry Moore, County Administrator David Edwards, County Attorney Heather Encinosa, Special Counsel Brian Duffy and a certified court reporter.  The Executive Session will last approximately 1 hour.
Chairman Brock called the public meeting back to order at 4:43 p.m. and announced that the Executive Session was concluded.  The meeting was adjourned by order of the Chair and the regular scheduled Board Meeting will convene at 5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m. REGULAR BOARD MEETING convenes
Invocation provided by Pastor Lewis Pollard, Wakulla Springs Baptist Church`
Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Brock

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve the Agenda with the following modifications/changes:
Commissioner Artz – requests to make (4) announcements, pull item (3) on the Consent Agenda, change the order of her Commissioner items, and discuss item (10) under General Business before a motion is made.
Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS
(CD5:00)  Announcement of Award to Wakulla County Health Department (WCHD) for Project Public Health Ready - Commissioner Brock

Plaque presented to Pad Juarez as Administrator of the Health Department for completing Project Public Health Ready and becoming nationally recognized as an accredited health department.
(CD5:01)  Announcement of March 24, 2012 Amnesty Day – Bruce Ashley, KWCB

Drop your household hazardous waste on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 340 Trice Lane in Crawfordville
(CD5:03)  Historical Society – Herb Donaldson

Palaver Tree Theater Company presents Wakulla Story at the Old Sopchoppy School on Friday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, March 10 at 3:00 p.m.
Kick-off event in honor of Women’s History Month, a panel discussion “A Woman’s Work in Wakulla, moderator Rachel Sutz Pienta.  This event will be at the Wakulla County Public Library, Thursday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m.

(CD5:06)  Archaeology Month – Barbara Hines

This is Florida Archaeology month and there is a free lecture series this month at TCC Wakulla Center, 5 Crescent Way in Crawfordville.  The dates are March 1, 15, 22, & 29 starting at 6:30 p.m.

(CD5:07)  Commissioner Artz announced a waters journey - Following the Water to Wakulla Springs with Jim Stevenson, Saturday, March 17, from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Anyone interested in participating, please call Palmetto Expeditions at 926-3376
CONSENT AGENDA
(CD5:09)  Commissioner Merritt moved to approve the Consent Agenda minus item (3) that is pulled for discussion.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
1.  Approval of Minutes – February 21, 2012 Regular Board Meeting

Approve – February 21, 2012 Regular Board Meeting
2.  Approval of Payment of Bills and Vouchers submitted for February 16, 2012 – February 29, 2012

Approve – Payment of bills and Vouchers submitted for February 16, 2012 – February 29, 2012
4.  Request Board Approval of a New Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (COPCN) for Wakulla County EMS for a Three-Year Period

Approve – the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for 3 years
5.  Request Board Approval of a Proclamation declaring May 20-26, 2012 as National Public Works Week in Wakulla County

Approve – Proclamation declaring May 20-26, 2012 as National Public Works Week in Wakulla County
CONSENT ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION
(CD5:09)  3.  Request Board Approval to schedule and advertise a Public Hearing to consider adopting an Ordinance establishing the Wakulla County Community Center Advisory Group

Commissioner Artz moved to approve to schedule and advertise a Public hearing to consider adopting the modified version of the proposed Ordinance, with 11-member group that would become the Community Center Advisory Group.  Second by Commissioner Merritt and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
PLANNING AND ZONING
(CD5:26)  6.  Application for Change of Zoning R11-05

(Wakulla County, owner)

Commissioner Merritt moved to conduct the first of two Public Hearings and consider the Application for Change of Zoning R11-05, based upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the Hearing hereon, and accept the Staff Report into the record.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
(CD5:29)  7.  Transmittal of Comprehensive Plan Map and Text Amendment CP11-03

(Spring Creek Farm, LLC owner; Thurman Roddenberry, agent)

Commissioner Merritt moved to conduct a Public Hearing and vote to transmit the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment, amending the Future Land Use Map designation from Agriculture (Primary Agriculture) land use to Rural 1 (Agriculture/Rural Fringe) land use and the proposed Text Amendment to FLUE Policy 1.2.3, based upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the Hearing hereon, and accept the Staff Report into the record.  Second by Commissioner Stewart with Commissioners Stewart, Merritt, Moore, and Brock in favor, Commissioner Artz opposed, motion carried, 4/1.
(CD5:43)  8.  Transmittal of Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment CP11-04

(Big Bend, LLC, owner; Thurman Roddenberry, agent)

Commissioner Merritt moved to conduct a Public Hearing and vote to transmit the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment, amending the Future Land Use Map designation from Rural 2 land use to Commercial (Non-Urban) and Rural 3 (Rural Residential), based upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the hearing hereon.  Second by Commissioner Stewart with Commissioners Stewart, Merritt, Moore, and Bock in favor, Commissioner Artz opposed, motion carried, 4/1.
(CD5:52)  9.  Adoption of Application for Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment to Special Area Plan 1 of the Future Land Use Element, CP11-05

(Ben Boynton, applicant)

Commissioner Merritt moved to conduct the Public Hearing and vote to adopt the Application for Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment to Special Area Plan 1 of the Future Land Use Element, CP11-05, based upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the Hearing hereon.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
GENERAL BUSINESS
(CD5:58) 10.  Request Board Approval of a Resolution Establishing and Appointing Members to the Wakulla 2020 Advisory Committee

Commissioner Merritt moved to table this item to the next Board Meeting.  Second by Commissioner Moore and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD

(CD6:36)  1.  Jim Parham – He made a statement that Wakulla has no Airport, it has a runway.  Surf Road residents do not want to see expansion of the airport; it is a hobbyist airport and should be a private airstrip.  
(CD6:39)   2.  Howard Kessler – (1) CCOW, Thursday, March 15, 2012, 7:00 p.m. at the Wakulla County Library, guest speaker County Administrator David Edwards (2) The 7% Utility Tax is hurting people and he thinks it needs to be reduced or eliminated.
(CD6:41)  3.  Paige Killeen – Thanked the Board for being supportive of the Bike Trail as everyone is looking forward to it.  She expressed concerns about the curb appeal for Mashes Sands and Surf Road.  There is inconsistency in the way the driveways are being done and she is requesting that the Board stay on top of this project so that this area does not look like a patchwork quilt.
GENERAL BUSINESS
(CD6:42) 11.  Request Board Approval of an Agreement for Mowing and Solid Waste Collection, and Property maintenance and Improvement Services with the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office

Commissioner Merritt moved to approve the Agreement for Mowing and Solid Waste Collection, and Property Maintenance and Improvement Services with the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
(Crab Apple Park will be added to the list)
COMMISSIONER AGENDA ITEMS
12.  COMMISSIONER ARTZ
(CD6:43)  b. Request Acceptance of a Technical Assistance Award from DPA’s Sustainable Communities Building Blocks Program to Help Implement the Crawfordville Town Plan

Commissioner Artz moved to accept the award of technical assistance from the Sustainable Communities Building Blocks Program to help implement the Crawfordville Town Plan.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
(CD6:46) a. Request Acceptance of Grant Award of Community Planning Assistance for Wakulla Gardens from APA’s Community Planning Assistance Teams

Commissioner Artz moved to accept the award of technical assistance from the APA Community Planning Assistance Team for the Wakulla Gardens Retrofit Challenge project, conditional on the County not being obligated (0 funding), if that is acceptable to the funding Agency.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
COUNTY ATTORNEY
(CD7:07)  Request for Board Appointment of Mediation Representative for Leon County, et al. v. Expedia, Inc. et al., Case No. 2009-CA-4319 (Fla. 2nd Judicial Circuit Court)

Commissioner Merritt moved to appoint Pam Portwood as the Board Mediation Representative, second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.
(CD7:09)  Appointment of Commissioner to assist the County’s FACT counsel in possibly negotiating a settlement in the matter of Voyles vs. Wakulla County

Commissioner Merritt moved to appoint Commissioner Stewart to assist the County’s FACT counsel in hopes of negotiating a possible settlement in the matter of Voyles vs. Wakulla County.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

(CD7:09)  Mr. Edwards expressed his appreciation to County Attorney Heather Encinosa for saving the County from a potential SHIP repayment of $90,000.00.  She reviewed the necessary files and directed the strategy to Meridian.  Meridian met with DOH with the necessary information and they agreed with the information that was provided, but did advise that an audit is forthcoming.  Mr. Edwards thanked the Board and advised them that it was a good move to privatize the housing programs.
DISCUSSION ISSUES BY COMMISSIONERS
(CD7:11)  COMMISSIONER STEWART – Commented on a statement made by a citizen tonight that the 7% PST is unfair.   Commissioner Stewart’s electric bill this month was $200 and the 7% PST came to $3.80.  He feels that this is a fair tax, as it will help to continue to roll the millage rate back.

(CD7:12)  COMMISSIONER MERRIT 

a. Spoke with David Edwards today regarding the status of the Hutto House in Panacea.  It is an eyesore and needs to be torn down.

b. Spoke with David Edwards today about building something such as a footbridge on the washed out road at Mashes Sands that dead-ends at the bike trail.  This would be a nice addition to the bike trail and provide an opportunity for people that do not have boats to fish from the shore.
c. Spring Creek Boat ramp and he would like to pursue grant funds to possibly purchase the marina.  

d. Inquired as to whether Commissioner Brock is still interested in adding Medart to the area that was discussed for septic tanks.  Commissioner Brock has made some inquiries and he is not interested in pursuing this.
(CD7:14)  COMMISSIONER BROCK – (1) Volunteer Income Tax Assistance, 211 is local information referral service and they will provide the necessary information for both locations in Wakulla County.
(CD7:15)  COMMISSIONER MOORE 

a. Wants to completely do away with performance-based septic tanks and if something needs to be done, he wants it to be very minimum.
b. Would like to see something done to save the famous tree at Shell Point as erosion is taking it away.  Mr. Fleming advised that he is doing no dredging and that nothing can be done along the coast unless a permit is obtained.  
c. Wakulla County needs more boat ramps and he wants the Grants person to work on trying to obtain grants for ramps on the Coast.   The fisheries and retail are the industry here.  

d. Wanted to recognize Bruce Ashley as being one of the most active volunteers in the County.
(CD7:20)  COMMISSIONER MERRITT – Made a comment to Commissioner Moore about his statement that he does not want septic tanks at all.  Commissioner Merritt would at least like to get a change in the current regulations to make things better than they are.  He asked Commissioner Moore not to vote against the change just because he does not like the performance-based septic tanks.
(CD7:21)  COMMISSIONER ARTZ – Emails regarding the Medicaid legislation and the cost impact to Counties.  The proposed new bill takes away the County ability to challenge.  The Commissioners were encouraged to contact the local representatives.
There being no further action to come before the Board, Commissioner Merritt moved to adjourn; second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

7:30 p.m.  Meeting adjourned.
PAGE  
1

