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	Date of Meeting:
	March 18, 2013

	
	

	Date Submitted:
	March 14, 2013

	
	

	To:

	Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board

	
	

	From: 

	Commissioner Kessler, District 3 FILLIN  "Type Department/Group Director's Name and Title"  \* MERGEFORMAT 

	
	

	Subject:
	Workshop to Discuss the Sale and Distribution of Flavored Tobacco Products in Wakulla County 


Statement of Issue:
This workshop is intended to allow discussion between the Board and the public regarding the sale and distribution of flavored tobacco products in Wakulla County.  
Background:
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Resources has determined that every day 3,000 children become smokers and a third of them, eventually, will die from smoking related diseases.  Smoking is this nation’s leading PREVENTABLE cause of death and kills more than 430,000 people a year.

On November 5, 2012 the Board adopted Ordinance #12-35 (Attachment #1) restricting the sale and distribution of flavored tobacco products in Wakulla County by only those establishments restricting access to persons 21 years of age or older.  Many business owners throughout the County expressed concerns with how Ord. #12-35 would affect their business and sales.
Subsequently, on January 22, 2013 the Board adopted Ordinance #13-05 repealing Ordinance #12-35 in its entirety.  
Analysis
On February 4, 2013, the Board approved to schedule this workshop to allow discussion between the BOCC and interested parties relating to the sale and distribution of flavored tobacco products which may result in a new ordinance.  The BOCC agreed that measures to protect our youth from tobacco products is a positive goal.
It will be the intent of the new ordinance to restrict the placement of tobacco products and tobacco marketing materials in vendor locations in Wakulla County, allowing for the exceptions of businesses that cater to a cliental of persons age 21 or older.

It should also be noted that the Board does not take action during Workshops; however staff requests the Board provide direction and if any consensus is reached on how to proceed prior to this workshop concluding.  The direction provided to staff will be included into the record of the minutes and will eliminate staff bringing back an agenda item to ratify.

Attachments:
1. Ordinance #12-35

2. Supplemental Information 

