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Board of County Commissioners

Workshop Request
	Date of Meeting:
	March 24, 2008

	
	

	Date Submitted:
	March 18, 2008

	
	

	To:

	Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board

	
	

	From: 

	Benjamin H. Pingree, County Administrator

Jennifer Langston, Special Projects Coordinator FILLIN  "Type Department/Group Director's Name and Title"  \* MERGEFORMAT 

	
	

	Subject:
	Discussion of the City of Tallahassee Providing Natural Gas to Wakulla County Citizens


Statement of Issue:
This workshop facilitates the discussion of the possibility of the City of Tallahassee extending pipe- lines and providing natural gas to Wakulla County Citizens.

Background:
At the June 2, 2007 regular Board meeting, Commissioner Langston requested, and the Board approved that staff explore the possibility of providing natural gas to citizens and businesses of Wakulla County.  Staff has met with representatives of the City of Tallahassee, Gas Utility Department.  At the March 11, 2007 regular Board meeting, the board approved a workshop to discuss the issue further.

Analysis:

The City of Tallahassee’s Natural Gas Utilities serves approximately 25,000 citizens in 
Gadsden (Midway only) and Leon counties.  Natural gas customers are offered incentives which include:  low-interest appliance loans, rebates to LP gas homeowners who convert to natural gas, and free home energy audits. 

The City of Tallahassee has a natural gas pipeline in eastern Wakulla County –St. Marks that currently serves the Sam O. Purdom Power Plant, some residents in the Villages of St. Marks Community, and the General Dynamics Powder Plant facility.

LP Gas, Propane, & Natural Gas 

In addition to electric energy, most Wakulla County residents use LP Gas or Propane.  Natural gas and propane gas are measured and priced differently.  Propane is derived from further refining of natural gas.  Natural gas utilizes more heat per unit.  Natural gas is not stored in tanks and is provided underground through pipes, replenishing is not necessary.  Natural gas is known to be extremely efficient and is the cleanest-burning fossil fuel available.

Additional Source of Revenue

Leon County charges the City of Tallahassee $.40 per linear foot for all pipe laid in their right of way and $40.00-$80.00 for each tap on the Natural Gas system as a permitting fee.  Due to Leon County being a Charter County, they are also allowed to collect a public service tax in the amount of 10%. 

Future Discussions
Should the Board approve the use of natural gas; further resolve will be needed on such issues as: 

· Public Works Responsibilities- Right of Way Negotiations, Restoration/Clean-up

· Building Department Responsibilities-Permitting, Inspections

· Costs to Wakulla County Citizens/Future Public Service Tax

· Assistance and Servicing to Wakulla County Citizens
Attachment(s)

1. PowerPoint Presentation by the City of Tallahassee
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