

Board of County Commissioners

Special Public Meeting

Tuesday, September 9, 2014
The Board of County Commissioners in and for Wakulla County, Florida met for a Special Board Meeting on Tuesday, September 9, 2014 at 5:00 pm with Chairman Richard Harden presiding. Present were Commissioners Randy Merritt, Jerry Moore, Ralph Thomas and Howard Kessler. Also present were County Administrator David Edwards, County Attorney Heather Encinosa and Deputy Clerk Brandy Raye Price.

The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance were provided by Commissioner Ralph Thomas.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

(CD5:02) Commissioner Merritt moved to approve the consent agenda as presented; second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD

None.
PUBLIC HEARING

(CD5:02) 1.  Request Board Approval to Conduct the First Public Hearing and Adopt the FY2014/2015 Tentative Budget and Tentative Millage Rate
CHAIRMAN

This is the first of two required public hearings on the Wakulla County Budget for Fiscal Year 2014/2015. If you wish to speak during the public hearing portion of this meeting, please step forward at the appropriate time.

The tentative aggregate millage rate is 8.5000 mills which is 2.00% less than the aggregate rolled-back millage rate of  8.6731  mills.

Now the County Administrator will read the tentative millage rate into the public record.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
The proposed Board of County Commissioners of Wakulla County tentative countywide 
millage rate is 8.5000 mills which is  2.00%  less than the countywide rolled-back millage rate of  8.6731  mills.

CHAIRMAN

I’m opening up the floor for a motion to begin the public hearing.
Commissioner Merritt moved to Approve to Conduct the First Public Hearing and Adopt the FY2014/2015 Tentative Budget and Tentative Millage Rate; second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0. 

There were no speakers to be heard.
Florida Statutes require the Board to address the tentative millage rate before addressing the tentative budget. The Board must vote on the millage rate and the budget separately. I will now entertain the following motions (take each one separately):
Commissioner Merritt moved to Approve the Board of County Commissioners FY2014/2015 tentative countywide millage rate of 8.5000 mills; second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.

Commissioner Merritt moved to approve the Board of County Commissioners FY2014/2015 tentative countywide budget as presented by the County Administrator on July 15, 2014 and as amended through the agenda process today; second by Commissioner Thomas and discussion followed.

Commissioner Merritt moved to modify the motion to approve the Board of County Commissioners FY2014/2015 tentative countywide budget as presented by the County Administrator on July 15, 2014 and as amended through the agenda process today and with the following changes: $250,000 dollars to be set aside in a reserve line item for the purpose of providing all county employees with a 2% Cost of Living Allocation increase contingent upon the conditions of  a) Ad Valorem Revenue Final Certification being $250,000 or more over the current budget projection b) meeting fund balance policy at close of the current fiscal year and c) Sheriff department returning $400,000 or more to the Board at the close of the current fiscal year; second by Commissioner Thomas and further discussion followed. The motion passed 3/2 with Commissioners Thomas, Merritt and Harden voting for the motion and Commissioners Moore and Kessler opposing the motion.
Note:  The 2nd and final public hearing for approval of the final millage rate and budget will be held on Monday, September 22, 2014 at 6:01 pm.
AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS
None.
CONSENT AGENDA
None.
CONSENT ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION
None.
PLANNING AND ZONING
None.
GENERAL BUSINESS

(CD6:06) 2.  Request Board Consideration of the Top Three Vendors for Professional Engineering Services for the Otter Creek Waste Water Treatment Plant Expansion and Approval to Negotiate with the Highest Ranked Firm
Commissioner Merritt moved to Approve the Evaluation Committee’s Ranking for RFQ 2014-16 and Authorize the County Administrator to enter into competitive negotiations with the most qualified firm, Baskerville Donovan, to negotiate a fair, competitive and reasonable contract for the engineering and inspection services associated with the Otter Creek WWTP Expansion, and if the negotiations are not successful, to negotiate with the next highest ranked firm, Jones Edmunds & Associates; second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
COMMISSIONER AGENDA ITEMS
None.
COUNTY ATTORNEY
None.
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
None.
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
(CD6:06) Gerry Phipps, Be the Solution -the importance of developing an income source for spaying and neutering pets.
DISCUSSION ISSUES BY COMMISSIONERS
(CD6:08) COMMISSIONER KESSLER – CHAT active with spaying and neutering

There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Moore moved to adjourn; second by Commissioner Merritt and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.

The meeting adjourned at 6:09pm.
