

Board of County Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting

Monday, July 14, 2014

The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioner met for a Regular Scheduled Public Meeting on Monday, July 14, 2014 with Chairman Richard Harden presiding. Present were Commissioners Randy Merritt, Jerry Moore, Howard Kessler and Ralph Thomas. Also present were County Administrator David Edwards, County Attorney Heather Encinosa and Deputy Clerk Brandy Raye Price.
Invocation and pledge provided by Commissioner Ralph Thomas.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

(CD6:01) The County Administrator requested to table a general business item (19), Commissioner Harden moved the Awards and Presentations portion of the meeting to after the first Citizens to Be Heard Section. The County Administrator added an item to General Business pertaining to elected officials completing and oath of residency. Commissioner Kessler moved to pull two items from the consent agenda (27 and 28). Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the agenda as amended, second by Commissioner Merritt and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD

(CD6:02) – Charles Hickman – Steve Cushman’s captain’s license, County staff should have done background check before he was allowed to be on the Marine Advisory Committee, grant applications.

(CD6:06) – Michelle Bull – conflict of interest with Steve Cushman’s grant proposal
(CD6:09) – Aletheia Lange – questionable business ethics of Steve Cushman, resigned as a member of the Aquatic Science Association board.

(CD6:11) – Andre Lange – poor character of Steve Cushman, stolen utility trailer

(CD6:13) – Larry Roberts – does not believe Steve Cushman was a military pilot and doesn’t believe he should be allowed to be on the Board.

(CD6:15) – Hugh Taylor – Board and county staff not paying enough attention to things, information provided to the Board about Steve Cushman was gathered by citizens

(CD6:19) – James Hennessey – wetlands ordinance

(CD6:21) – Bob Danzey – wetlands ordinance, vote yes to repeal the ordinance

(CD6:23) Ravyn Fears – thanked Board for answering question regarding item (19), County Administrator would not answer her question

AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS

(CD6:24) One Stop Community Center Update, Gail Campbell, WCCY – Ray Gray and Bruce Ashley
(CD6:40) VFD Recognition of Monte Suggs, Commissioner Howard Kessler

USDA Grant Presentation, Mary Gavin, Area Specialist, USDA
 THIS ITEM HAS BEEN TABLED TO FUTURE MEETING
PUBLIC HEARING

(CD6:45) 1. Request Board Approval to Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider Adopting an Ordinance Providing for a Referendum Election to be Held on November 4, 2014 for the Purpose of Determining Whether the Wakulla County Charter Should be Amended to Require Nonpartisan Election of all Elected County Officials
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve option 2 – to conduct a Public Hearing and Adopt an Ordinance providing for a referendum election to be held November 4, 2014 for the purpose of determining whether the Wakulla County Charter should be amended to require non-partisan election of all Elected County Officials pursuant to the locally modified procedures, second by Commissioner Thomas and discussion followed. The motion passed 4/1 with Commissioners Merritt, Moore, Thomas and Harden for and Commissioner Kessler opposing the motion.

(CD6:52) 2. Request Board Approval to Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider Adopting an Ordinance Repealing Sections 32.001 Through Section 32.015 of the Wakulla County Code of Ordinances Concerning Wetlands Protections
Commissioner Thomas moved to Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider Adopting an Ordinance Repealing Sections 32.001 Through Section 32.015 of the Wakulla County Code of Ordinances Concerning Wetlands Protections, second by Commissioner Merritt and discussion followed. The motion passed 4/1 with Commissioners Merritt, Moore, Thomas and Harden for the motion and Commissioner Kessler opposing the motion.
(CD7:36) 3. Request Board Approval to Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider Adopting an Ordinance Amending Section 6-18(J) of the Land Development Code, Pertaining to Election and Free Expression Signs 

Commissioner Merritt moved to Approve to Conduct a Public Hearing and Adopt an Ordinance Amending Section 6-18(J) of the Land Development Code, Pertaining to Election and Free Expression Signs, second by Commissioner Thomas and discussion followed. The motion passed 4/1 with Commissioners Merritt, Moore, Thomas and Harden for the motion and Commissioner Kessler opposing the motion.
(CD7:41) 4. Request Board Approval to Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider Adopting an Ordinance Amending Article IV, Chapter 5 of the Land Development Code, Pertaining to Planned Unit Development (PUD) District Regulations and Procedures 
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve to Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider Adopting an Ordinance Amending Article IV, Chapter 5 of the Land Development Code, Pertaining to Planned Unit Development (PUD) District Regulations and Procedures with several changes, second by Commissioner Thomas and discussion followed. Commissioner Merritt moved to continue this item to the August 4, 2014 meeting, second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
CONSENT AGENDA

(CD7:45) Commissioner Thomas moved to pull item (8) for discussion and approve the consent agenda, second by Commissioner Merritt and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.

5. Approval of Minutes from the June 16, 2014 Regular Board Meeting
Approve - Minutes from the June 16, 2014 Regular Board Meeting
6. Approval of Bills and Vouchers Submitted for June 12, 2014 through July 9, 2014
Approve - Bills and Vouchers Submitted for June 12, 2014 through July 9, 2014

7. Request Board Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding Between the Department of Agriculture and Wakulla County Relating to Mosquito Control
Approve - Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding Between the Department of Agriculture and Wakulla County Relating to Mosquito Control
9. Request Board Approval to Submit the SHIP Audit Response Letter as Requested by The Florida Planning Group, and the Florida Housing Finance Corporation
Approve - Approval to Submit the SHIP Audit Response Letter as Requested by The Florida Planning Group, and the Florida Housing Finance Corporation

11. Request Board Approval of Change Order 1 in the amount of $15,698.00 to Peavy and Sons for Additional Drainage Work at Walker Creek Drive for the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) Drainage Improvements Project 
Approve - Approval of Change Order 1 in the amount of $15,698.00 to Peavy and Sons for Additional Drainage Work at Walker Creek Drive for the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) Drainage Improvements Project 
12. Request Board Ratification of a Minor Script Correction to the North West Florida Water Management District Grant Amendment #4 Attachment
Approve - Board Ratification of a Minor Script Correction to the North West Florida Water Management District Grant Amendment #4 Attachment
13. Request Board Ratification of an Agreement with Alan’s Excavation for the NRCS Project
Approve - Ratification of an Agreement with Alan’s Excavation for the NRCS Project

24. Request Board Approval of a Resolution Accepting the Florida Department of Transportation, Off System Project Maintenance Agreement for a Sidewalk Along Arran Road from the Crawfordville Elementary School East Entrance to West of Towles Road

Approve - Approval of a Resolution Accepting the Florida Department of Transportation, Off System Project Maintenance Agreement for a Sidewalk Along Arran Road from the Crawfordville Elementary School East Entrance to West of Towles Road
29. Request Board Approval to Schedule a Special Board Meeting on July 22, 2014 at 4:00p.m. Regarding the USDA Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program Application for Improvements to the WWTP

Approve - Approval to Schedule a Special Board Meeting on July 22, 2014 at 4:00p.m. Regarding the USDA Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program Application for Improvements to the WWTP

CONSENT ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION

(CD8:05) 8. Request Board Approval of the Preliminary Rate Resolution for Fire Services
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve the Preliminary Rate Resolution for Fire Services, second by Commissioner Thomas and discussion followed. The motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
(CD8:06) 27. Request Board Approval to Schedule and Advertise a Public Hearing to Consider Adopting an Ordinance Providing for a Referendum Election To Be Held on Nov. 4, 2014 for the Purpose of Determining Whether the County Charter Should be Amended to Require the Board Adopt a Fund Balance Policy

Commissioner Merritt moved to approve to Schedule and Advertise a Public Hearing to Consider Adopting an Ordinance Providing for a Referendum Election To Be Held on Nov. 4, 2014 for the Purpose of Determining Whether the County Charter Should be Amended to Require the Board Adopt a Fund Balance Policy, second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed 4/1 with Commissioners Merritt, Moore, Thomas and Harden for the motion and Commissioner Kessler opposing the motion.

(CD8:09) 28. Request Board Approval to Schedule and Advertise a Public Hearing to Consider Adopting an Ordinance Providing for a Referendum Election To Be Held on Nov. 4, 2014 for the Purpose of Determining Whether the County Charter Should be Amended to Require the Board Adopt a Debt Policy

Commissioner Merritt moved to approve to to Schedule and Advertise a Public Hearing to Consider Adopting an Ordinance Providing for a Referendum Election To Be Held on Nov. 4, 2014 for the Purpose of Determining Whether the County Charter Should be Amended to Require the Board Adopt a Debt Policy, , second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed 4/1 with Commissioners Merritt, Moore, Thomas and Harden for the motion and Commissioner Kessler opposing the motion..

PLANNING AND ZONING

(CD8:09) 14. Application for Final Plat FP14-03-Stingray Shores Subdivision, Angelo Petrandis, Owner/Edwin Brown and Associates, Agent
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve to conduct the final hearing and approve the proposed Application for Final Plat FP14-03, based upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the Hearing hereon, second by Commissioner Kessler and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
(CD8:11) 15. Application for Short Form Subdivision SF14-01- Jump Creek Meadows Farm Credit of Northwest Florida, Owner/Edwin Brown & Associates, Agent
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve to conduct a Public Hearing and Approve the proposed Application for Short Form Subdivision SF14-01, based upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the Hearing hereon, second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
GENERAL BUSINESS

(CD8:12) Add on Item – Request Board Approval to Schedule and Advertise a Public Hearing to Consider Adopting an Ordinance Providing for a Referendum Election to Be Held on November 4, 2014 for the Purpose of Determining Whether the County Charter Should be Amended to Require Persons Elected to County Commission Provide a Voter Registration Card and an Oath of Residency Declaring Their Intent to Reside in the District from Which Elected Within 30 Days.
Commissioner Merritt moved to Schedule and Advertise a Public Hearing to Consider Adopting an Ordinance Providing for a Referendum Election to Be Held on November 4, 2014 for the Purpose of Determining Whether the County Charter Should be Amended to Require Persons Elected to County Commission Provide a Voter Registration Card and an Oath of Residency Declaring Their Intent to Reside in the District from Which Elected Within 30 Days, second by Commissioner Moore and discussion followed. The motion passed 4/1 with Commissioners Merritt, Moore, Thomas and Harden for the motion and Commissioner Kessler opposing the motion.
(CD8:23) 10. Request Board Approval to Schedule Two Public Hearing Dates to Adopt the FY2014/2015 Tentative and Final Budget and Adoption of the Millage Rate 

Commissioner Merritt moved to approve modified option 1 and approve the setting of two public hearing dates on Tuesday, September 9, 2014 at 5:01pm and Monday, September, 22, 2014 at 6:01pm, second by Commissioner Kessler and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
16. Request Board Approval of USDA Grant/Loan Resolution Relating to the County Wastewater Treatment Facility – THIS ITEM HAS BEEN TABLED TO FUTURE MEETING
(CD8:24) 17. Request Board Acceptance of the Wakulla County Charter Review Commission’s Recommendations Relating to Revisions of the Home Rule Charter
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve to accept the Wakulla County Charter Review Commission’s Report on Proposed Amendments to the Home Rule Charter, second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
(CD8:25)18. Request Board Approval of a Speed Limit Reduction on Shadeville Highway 1,300 Feet on Either Side of Cajer Posey Road Intersection
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve a Speed Limit Reduction on Shadeville Highway 1,300 Feet on Either Side of Cajer Posey Road Intersection, second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.

19. Request Board Approval of One SHIP Project Change Order and to Exceed the SHIP LHAP limit of $75,000 for Leah N. Godwin – THIS ITEM HAS BEEN TABLED TO A FUTURE MEETING
(CD8:26) 20. Request Board Approval of the Preliminary Rate Resolution for Solid Waste Services
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve to adopt the Preliminary Rate Resolution for Solid Waste Services, second by Commissioner Kessler and discussion followed. Commissioner Merritt withdrew his motion and more discussion followed. Commissioner Merritt moved to approve the Preliminary Rate Resolution for Solid Waste Services, second by Commissioner Kessler and the motion passed 3/2 with Commissioners Merritt, Kessler and Harden for the motion and Commissioner Thomas and Moore opposing.
(CD8:34) 21. Request Board Approval of the Initial Assessment Resolution for Property Abatement Assessment
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve the Initial Assessment Resolution for Property Abatement Assessment, second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0. 
(CD8:35) 22. Request Board Approval of a Resolution Accepting the Funds Appropriated by the 2014 Florida Legislature for the Shell Point Public Access Boat Launch Facility; Approval to Spend $25,000 in Matching Funds for Land Acquisition for the Shell Point Public Access Boat Launch Facility; and Approval of Preble-Rish Inc. Task Order No. 203.116 in the amount of $37,550 for Planning, Design, and Engineering Services of the Shell Point Public Access Boat Launch Facility
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve a Resolution Accepting the Funds Appropriated by the 2014 Florida Legislature for the Shell Point Public Access Boat Launch Facility; Approval to Spend $25,000 in Matching Funds for Land Acquisition for the Shell Point Public Access Boat Launch Facility; and Approval of Preble-Rish Inc. Task Order No. 203.116 in the amount of $37,550 for Planning, Design, and Engineering Services of the Shell Point Public Access Boat Launch Facility, second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.

(CD8:36) 23. Request Board Approval of 2015 State and Federal Legislative Priorities
Commissioner Merritt moved to approve 2015 State and Federal Legislative Priorities, second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.
(CD8:37) 26. Request Board to Release a Request for Proposals (RFP) for Legal Services
Commissioner Thomas made the motion to Release a Request for Proposals (RFP) for Legal Services with modified changes to the award criteria of 30% capability, 25% experience, 25% cost, 5% flexibility, 5% references and 10% oral presentation and authorize the County Administrator to negotiate a 3 month extension with Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson, second by Commissioner Merritt and discussion followed. Commissioner Merritt withdrew his second. Commissioner Moore gave a second on Commissioner Thomas’ motion and more discussion followed. The motion failed 3/2 with Commissioners Thomas and Moore for the motion and Commissioners Kessler, Merritt and Harden opposing the motion. Commissioner Merritt moved to extend the Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson contract for two years with the first 10 hours of counsel free, second by Commissioner Moore and discussion followed. The motion passed 3/2 with Commissioners Kessler, Merritt and Harden for the motion and Commissioner Moore and Thomas opposing.
COMMISSIONER AGENDA ITEMS

(CD9:11 25. Commissioner Moore – 
a. Support TCC and Wakulla Environmental Institute in Their Efforts of Leasing 1850 Acres of Land in Wakulla County from State of Florida Parks Service
Commissioner Moore moved to send a letter of support for TCC and Wakulla Environmental Institute regarding their efforts of leasing 1,850 acres of land in Wakulla County from State of Florida Parks Service, second by Commissioner Merritt and discussion followed. 
(CD9:32) Commissioner Merritt moved to call the question. The motion passed 4/1 with Commissioners Merritt, Moore, Harden and Thomas voting for the motion and Commissioner Kessler opposing the motion.
COUNTY ATTORNEY

None
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

(CD9:33) Recognize Commissioner Thomas and Commissioner Merritt, Pre-bid Conference for Landfill Closure, OBBT Phase 3 Construction Progress, New Recreation Park Lighting, Women’s Club Repairs, Tentative Budget due tomorrow, Painting of the Lion.

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD

(CD9:37) Gale Hickman – Steve Cushman

(CD9:38) Steve Cushman – oyster spat comes out of state, supplied Board with copies of licenses he holds, ASA Board Meeting Tuesday, July 15, 2014 at 5:00pm

(CD9:42) Chris Russell – thanks citizens and staff for staying late and we are all still neighbors, Charter Review Committee update

(CD9:43) Victor Lambou – wetlands ordinance

(CD9:44) Dana Peck – TCC, Aquatic Science Association and Wakulla Environmental Institute are not affiliated and grant proposal is misleading, Steve Cushman does not have a degree
DISCUSSION ISSUES BY COMMISSIONERS
(CD9:48) COMMISSIONER THOMAS – Saturday, July 26, 2014 will be Battle of the Bands at the Community Center, Gulf Consortium Meeting
(CD9:48) COMMISSIONER HARDEN – Community Center activities, Public Safety Coordinating Council

(CD9:51) COMMISSIONER MERRITT – wants to be able to get E85 at a local gas station

(CD9:53) COMMISSIONER MOORE – TCC and Wakulla Environmental Institute, Wakulla Wetlands Alliance
There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Merritt made a motion to adjourn, second by Commissioner Thomas and the motion passed unanimously, 5/0.

The meeting adjourned at 9:57 pm.
