Board of County Commissioners

Regular Board Meeting

Tuesday, August 4, 2009

The Board of County Commissioners in and for Wakulla County, Florida met for a regular scheduled Board Meeting on Tuesday, August 4, 2009 with Chairman Howard Kessler presiding.  Present were Commissioners George Green, Alan Brock, Lynn Artz and Mike Stewart.  Also present were County Attorney Ron Mowrey, County Administrator Ben Pingree and Deputy Clerk Evelyn Evans.

                                                                                                                                                                         

Invocation provided by Commissioner Stewart

Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Kessler

**Technical difficulties and the recording did not start until 5:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

(CD5:04)  Commissioner Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda with the following modifications:

County Administrator requests to add two items under Awards and Presentations

Pull items 8, 11, 14, & 17 from the Consent Agenda

County Attorney requests to add for discussion/request for action regarding Nabors law firm

Commissioner Kessler request to make an announcement under Awards and Presentations

Second by Commissioner Green and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

PUBLIC HEARING
1.  Request Board approval to hold Public Hearing and Adopt Proposed Ordinance Amending Ordinance 96-26, to Transfer the Collection and Enforcement of Tourism Tax from Wakulla County to the Florida Department of Revenue

Commissioner Stewart made a motion to conduct a public hearing and adopt proposed Ordinance amending Ordinance 96-26, to transfer the collection and enforcement of Tourism Tax from Wakulla County to the Florida Department of Revenue.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

2.  Application to Close/Abandon the West Portion of Rock Landing Road 
Commissioner Stewart made a motion to approve the closing/abandonment of the west portion of Rock Landing Road based upon the Planning Department’s recommendation.  Second by Commissioner Green and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

3.  Citizen Comment regarding USDA-RD Application for Sewer

Wakulla News advertisement – July 23, 2009

There were no citizens present that requested to speak on this item.

AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS
Mary Gavin, USDA, Rural Development – Presentation regarding Transfer Station

Introduction of new Planning Technicians – Deanna Green and Deana Jones

Introduction of New Fire Chief Louis Lamarche

**Recording started at this point

(CD5:32)  Announcement regarding a Firefighter’s Festival at Wooley Park on September 26, 2009

CONSENT AGENDA

(CD5:33)  Commissioner Stewart made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of items 8, 11, 14, & 17 that are pulled for discussion.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

3.  Approval of Minutes – July 21, 2009 Regular Board Meeting

Approved

4.  Approval of Payment of Bills and Vouchers Submitted for July 16, 2009 – July 29, 2009

Approved

5.  Request Board consideration and approval to add three members to the Roads Clean Action Plan (RCAP) Committee and set maximum number of members at fifteen (15)

Approve - add Cleve Fleming, Captain Chris Savary, and Bill Osborne to the Roads Clean Action Plan Committee and set the maximum number of members at 15.

6.  Request Board consideration and approval of a Resolution and Budget Amendment to accept the 2010 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) Capacity Building Agreement (CBA) and funds for $12,735.20

Approve – Resolution & Budget Amendment to accept the contract, for the 2010 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) Capacity Building Agreement and funds for $12,735.20 and authorize the Chairman to execute the contract.

7.  Request Board consideration and approval of a Resolution and Budget Amendment to accept the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) Contract and Funding Modification for $56,980.00

Approve – Resolution and Budget Amendment to accept the Weatherization Assistance Program contract funding modification for the $56,980.00 and authorize the Chairman to execute the contract.

9.  Request Board consideration and retroactive approval to apply, accept Award, and approve the match funds for a Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Grant, by the Crawfordville Volunteer Fire Department

Approve – Retroactively the Crawfordville Volunteer Fire Department to apply, accept the $9268.00 award, and approve the $926.80 match funds for a Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Grant.

10.  Request Board approval of WORKFORCE plus Board Appointment
Approve – WORKFORCE plus Board Appointment of Marcia Mitchell, CSG Systems to the Board of Directors.

            

12.  Request Board authorization for Payment of $4,320.00 to the University of Florida for continuation of LAKEWATCH Volunteer Monitoring Program and approval of budget amendment

Approve – transfer of $4,320 from the Reserve Account for this expenditure

 

13. Request Board approval of the Wagner Home Repairs Re-Inspection Report for properties to be purchased with FCT Funds for development of the Big Bend Maritime Center in Panacea

Approve – Wagner Home Repair Re-inspection Report

15.  Request Board approval of a Resolution to amend the County 2008-2009 Budget to accept $5,000.00 in additional Grant Funds for the Old Fort Road Boating Facility Improvements to pay for Shoreline Stabilization Work

Approve – Resolution to establish expenditure account for these funds in the County 2008-2009 Budget to provide for the payment of eligible expenditures with the $5,000 additional grant award.

 

16.  Request Board approval of a Change Order for Rock Landing Project with funding from the Reserve

Approve – change order and request for funding from the reserve to cover the increase expenses via budget amendment.

18.  Request Board direction to prepare Debris Removal and Monitoring Contract RFP

Approve – direct staff to develop an RFP for Debris Removal and an RFP for Debris Monitoring for future Board consideration.

CONSENT ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION
(CD5:34)  8.  Request Board approval of the Shell Point Boat Ramp Lease Agreement between the County and Heaton Companies       

Commissioner Stewart made a motion to approve the Shell Point Boat Ramp Lease with changes as discussed.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

(CD5:39) 11.  Request Board approval to advertise and schedule a Public Hearing to Adopt the Impact Fee Ordinance

Commissioner Stewart made a motion to advertise and schedule for a Public Hearing.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

(CD5:51) 14.  Request Board direction for submission of Grant Application to the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program, Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Commissioner Brock moved to proceed with a FRDAP Grant Application to the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, with Equestrian Park as the number one priority and Crab Apple Park Property as the secondary project.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 4/0.  (Commissioner Artz abstained)

(CD6:02) 17. Request Board approval to participate in Phase I of a Regional OSTDS Alternatives and Management Feasibility Study and authorize funding in the amount of $20,000.00 for the County share of the study’s costs

Commissioner Brock made a motion to approve participation in Phase I of a regional OSTDS Alternatives and Management Feasibility Study and authorize funding in the amount of $20,000.00 for the County share of the study’s cost.  Second by Commissioner Artz with Commissioners Kessler, Brock, and Green voting in favor, Commissioner Stewart voting in opposition, and the motion carried, 4/1.

PLANNING AND ZONING
(CD6:05) 19.  Application for Final Plat            FP09-03
Request for final plat approval to re-plat 13 platted lots and three adjoining parcels into three commercial lots, creating a commercial subdivision to be known as Panacea Place.  The property owner is Wakulla Bank.  The agent is Edwin Brown and Associates.

Commissioner Brock made a motion to conduct the second of two public hearings and vote to approve Application for Final Plat FP09-03, based upon the Planning Department’s recommendation and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the Hearing.  Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

(CD6:08) 20.  Application for Final Plat FP09-04

Request for final plat approval to re-plat existing lots 9 and 10, Block C of Hudson Heights Addition to Crawfordville. These lots are located on the north side of Cedar Avenue. The property owners are Linda G. Rhea, Jessie and Karlos Revels. The agent is Thurman Roddenberry.

Commissioner Brock made a motion to conduct the final Public Hearing and approve Application for Final Plat 09-04, based upon the recommendation of the Planning Department, the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the Hearing hereon.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

(CD6:09) 21.  Application for Site Plan SP09-02

Request for a commercial site plan to construct a Burger King Fast Food Restaurant on a 1.0+/- acre parcel located on the east side of Crawfordville Highway, immediately south of the Goodwill Store. The property owners are Susan Payne Turner and R.H. Carter. The applicant is Iron Horse Development Group, LLC and the agent is Edwin Brown and Associates. 

Commissioner Brock made a motion to conduct the final public hearing and approve the application for Site Plan SP09-02. Based upon the recommendation of the Planning Department, the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the hearing hereon. With a condition  that the applicant will not use or otherwise construct improvements in the red cross-hatched area as shown on the sketch, until it has resolved the dispute relating to the complaint filed in the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, case 09-328CA.   Second by Commissioner Stewart and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

            

(CD6:59) 22.  Application for a Variance V09-02

Request for a variance to allow for reasonable use of a 1.28+/- acre parcel located on the River Plantation Road, within River Plantation Estates due to karst feature location on-site. The property         owners are William and Deloris Landsdon and the agent is Phoenix Environmental Group. 

Commissioner Brock made a motion to conduct the final public hearing and approve with conditions, the Application for Variance V09-02, based upon the recommendation by the Planning Department and the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Board and any evidence submitted at the Hearing hereon.  The variance will expire two (2) years from the date of approval.  A plan for protecting the karst features during construction activities must be submitted and approved during the Development Permit Application (DPA) process.  For example, silt fencing and hay bales may be utilized for protection.  Utilizing the Best Management Practices for protection of karst features on the subject property, such as containing the impact of construction only within the approved site plan and avoid encroachments into the karst features and its required buffer area.  Second by Commissioner Green with Commissioners Stewart, Kessler, Green, and Brock voting in favor and Commissioner Artz in opposition, motion carried, 4/1.

GENERAL BUSINESS

(CD7:30) 23.  Request Board Consideration to appoint a Chairman for the US Census Complete Count Committee (CCC), and approve a Resolution allocating funds for promotional materials

Commissioner Brock made a motion to appoint Commissioner Alan Brock to the CCC, approve Resolution to allocate $1500.00 for CCC use for promotional materials, with the County Administrator determining the appropriate funding under his discretion.  Second by Commissioner Green and the motion carried unanimously, 4/0.  (Commissioner Artz out of Chambers)

(CD7:33) 24.   Request Board approval to authorize the Chairman to execute a Letter of Intent regarding the Transfer Station 

Commissioner Stewart made a motion to authorize the Chairman to execute the Letter of Intent and any and all other grant application documents as required by the USDA-RD to secure funding for the Transfer Station. Direct staff to begin the process of re-evaluating the proposed assessment and tipping fees based on the proposed loan amount of $1,495,000 and a 20-year amortization schedule.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

(Commissioner Artz back in Chambers at 7:35) 

      

(CD7:39) 25.  Request Board approval of additional road paving in St. Marks

Commissioner Brock made a motion to approve the additional road paving in St. Marks totaling 1.6 miles with the funding for this project being reallocated from the Old Shell Road Paving Budget for FY2008/2009 in one-cent sales tax fund number 317-0100-634.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

(CD7:45) 26.  Request Board approval of the Invitation to Bid (ITB) process with award to the lowest bidder to proceed on the FEMA Dennis Storm Repairs (i.e., Mashes Sands Pier & Bathroom and Wooley Park Pier)

Commissioner Stewart made a motion to approve the ITB process and timeline awarding of bid to the recommended contractor to begin construction and approve estimated budget with the designated source of additional funding.  Funding source $63,468 out of one-cent sales tax (Parks and Recreation) and $100,846 from the General Fund Disaster Contingency.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 

(CD7:50)  1.  Paul Johnson – Tourist Development Council and Economic Development Council advertisement and the need for funding.

(CD7:53)  2.  Vic Lambou – Wetlands Committee is meeting at the Public Library tomorrow at 2:00 p.m.

COMMISSIONER AGENDA ITEMS
COMMISSIONER KESSLER

(CD7:54) 27.  Board Approval to increase awareness on public beaches when hazardous conditions exist

Commissioner Stewart made a motion to direct staff to have small signs placed at the entrance to the beach and a large sign on the road coming into the beach at Shell Point Beach and Mashes Sands Beach in order to advise citizens of hazards due to high levels of bacterial contamination.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

COUNTY ATTORNEY
(CD8:11)  1.  Transition with new law firm and having the Nabors firm coming on as co-counsel for the Crum/Tucker case.  

Commissioner Brock made a motion for the next two months, on an hourly basis,  that the Nabors Law Firm come on board as Co-Counsel to Mr. Mowrey for the Crum/Tucker case and as approved by the Board on any other cases.  Second by Commissioner Artz and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
(CD8:19) 28. Board Consideration to submit a Letter of Support to accompany Grant Application for the Sustainable Broadband Program

Commissioner Artz made a motion to approve the Letter of Support to accompany the Grant Application for the Sustainable Broadband Program.  Second by Commissioner Brock and the motion carried unanimously, 5/0.

DISCUSSION ISSUES BY COMMISSIONERS 

(CD8:22)  Commissioner Artz – Public Transit Committee and the need for each Commissioner to recommend two appointees from their district.

(CD8:22)  Commissioner Brock – Agenda for a future date to discuss whether the Commission is interested in the Buy Local Campaign with the Chamber of Commerce.

(CD8:23)  Commissioner Kessler – Happy Birthday to all Viet Nam Veterans.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

