Board of County Commissioners

Workshop:  Budget

August 20, 2009

The Board of County Commissioners in and for Wakulla County met for a Workshop on Thursday, August 20, 2009 with Chairman Howard Kessler presiding.  Present were Commissioners George Green, Lynn Artz, Mike Stewart, and Alan Brock.  Also, present were County Administrator Ben Pingree, Assistant County Attorney Rhonda Divagno and Deputy Clerk Evelyn Evans.

4:00 p.m.  Meeting called to order.

This is the 5th workshop regarding the Tentative FY 2009/2010 budget submitted to the Board on July 15, 2009.

Budget Highlights include: 

Overall decrease in expenditures of 1.1% in the General Fund

No cost of living adjustment for employees

There is a 6%increase in Health Care costs

Increase to Florida Retirement Service contribution rate as mandated by State

Increase in required State Medicaid Funding by $75,000.00

Additional Revenue-Ad Valorem and options for consideration in the amount of $290,502.00.

The discussion ensued regarding three options for the additional revenue that include:  Reallocate the revenue to Public Safety, an across the Board redistribution of additional revenue or maintain proposed budget and adjust the Millage Rate.  

The first public hearing on the budget is set for September 8, 2009 and that will give the Board and citizens the opportunity to provided further input regarding the budget.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 5:12 p.m.

