BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WORKSHOP:  CODE ENFORCEMENT
MONDAY, JUNE 3, 2013
The Board of County Commissioners in and for Wakulla County, Florida met for a Workshop on Monday, June 3, 2013 with Chairman Randy Merritt presiding.  Present were Commissioners Richard Harden, Howard Kessler, Jerry Moore, and Ralph Thomas.  Also, present were County Administrator David Edwards, County Attorney Heather Encinosa and Deputy Clerk Evelyn Evans
The Code Enforcement Workshop was called to order by Chairman Randy Merritt at 2:32 p.m.

The purpose of this workshop is to allow discussion of the Code Enforcement Department and the Code Enforcement Boards process relating to the imposition of Code Enforcement fins and liens.

Code Enforcement Office Jaime Baze opened the meeting by presenting a power point presentation to the Board of County Commissioners.

The Code Enforcement Officer is responsible for enforcing County Code and Ordinances and is operated on a complaint driven basis.  Once a complaint is filed, the Code Enforcement Office establishes communications with the property owner or agent to work towards compliance.  If all efforts fail, then the person would be required to appear before the Code Enforcement Board.
The Code Enforcement Board is a 7 member Quasi-judicial Board that is appointed by the BOCC.  They have the power to levy fines of up to $250.00 per day for every day that the violation remains.  Currently, the Board charges $50.00 per day and this usually results in a lien being placed on the property and then the BOCC can determine whether they want to pursue a foreclosure action.  The BOCC cannot pursue foreclosure on a Homestead property.
There is a process in place for Reduction/Forgiveness of the Lien and the BOCC makes the determination after request of the applicant.  

At this time the administrative cost is $150.00 and it needs to be a more realistic amount.

There was talk about putting the hard cost on the property tax bill as a Special Assessment.

Direction was given to come back with a change of procedure for Policies & Ordinances.  To include realistic administrative and punitive costs and look into special assessments as well as including an automatic foreclosure process.
It was noted that Administrative hard costs cannot be waived.

There being no further action to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned by order of the Chair at 4:30 p.m.

