Board of County Commissioners

Workshop:  Smart Growth &

Sustainable Communities

February 10, 2011

The Board of County Commissioners in and for Wakulla County met for a Workshop on Thursday, February 10, 2011 with Chairman Mike Stewart presiding.  Present were Commissioners Lynn Artz, Alan Brock, Randy Merritt, and Jerry Moore.  Also, present were Interim County Administrator Tim Barden, County Attorney Heather Encinosa, and Deputy Clerk Evelyn Evans.

5:00 p.m.  Workshop was called to Order.  
This Workshop is to allow the Board to discuss smart growth and sustainable communities. The County has received a number of Grants over the years to pursue visioning activities and get a clear idea of how citizens would like to see the County grow and develop.
Commissioner Artz and Jon Sewell of Kimley Horn provided power point presentations.  Mr. Sewell spoke about Good Planning and Sustainable Communities, and Commissioner Artz spoke about Smart Growth. 

The Board supported Commissioner Artz in sending a letter of interest for Tool #4 to EPA.  This is The Sustainable Communities Building Block Program and they are seeking to provide technical assistance to 20 communities.  If selected, this is a one-day session with community leaders and staff and begins with an overview that discusses the principles of smart growth and some typical disconnects between those principles, community goals, and local development codes.  The Workshop will offer a menu of “quick fixes” local governments can make to their zoning codes to promote smart growth tailored for small cities and rural areas.  To be considered for this assistance a two-page letter of interest would have to be submitted via email no later than February 23, 2011.
The general consensus of the Board is that they would like to move forward in the development of a Town Center for Crawfordville.  
There will be a Workshop on March 10, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the Crawfordville Town Plan.
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

