
FLOOD DAMAGE AVOIDANCE 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY RESIDENTS 

Wakulla County borders the Gulf of Mexico and Ochlockonee Bay, and encompasses the Wakulla 
River and the St. Marks River. These natural features contribute to the beauty and biodiversity found in 
Wakulla County, but also increases the risk of experiencing flooding from storm surge and heavy rain 
periods. Living in this area, it is important to be prepared for the possibility of a flood on your property 
and in your community. The information below includes measures we urge you to take before and 
during a flood to help protect yourself, your family, and your belongings. 

 
PREPARING FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF A FLOOD 

• Keep a full tank of gas in your car 
• Move furniture and personal objects to the highest level by lifting them or moving them to a 

second story 
• Maintain an inventory of important household items and valuables 
• Keep important papers and medicines in a safe place 
• Remove debris from gutters and downspouts 
• Be sure your yard is clear of any litter or other objects which may clog a storm drain catch or 

flood control channel 
 

PROTECTING YOURSELF AND OTHERS DURING A FLOOD 
• Do not drive through a flooded area; if you are in your car and it stalls, abandon your car 

immediately and seek higher ground 
• Do not walk through flowing water 
• Turn off electrical power, and be alert to fallen power lines and electrical wires 
• Close main gas valve and be alert to gas leaks 
• Keep children and others away from floodwaters, ditches, culverts, and storm drains 
• Look out for animals 
• Do not use gas engines, such as generators, or charcoal fires indoors during power outages 

 
FLOOD INSURANCE 
The majority of homeowners insurance does not cover flood damage, so it is important to invest in flood 
insurance. Wakulla County participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) so residents 
are able to obtain flood insurance. Premiums are discounted because the county also participates in the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Community Rating System (CRS) program. 

 
Many policies cover only structural damage, so be sure to ask your insurance agent about coverage 
for contents within a structure that could be damaged. There is typically a waiting period before 
insurance coverage becomes effective, so do not wait to purchase flood insurance until there is the 
threat of a flood. 

 
We encourage everyone who lives in Wakulla County to purchase flood insurance. Just because your 
home may not have been damaged in the past does not mean it could not be in the future. 



 
 
PROTECTING NATURAL FLOODPLAIN FUNCTIONS 
The natural environment is one of our strongest natural defenses against flooding, including Wakulla 
County’s wetlands and estuaries. Wetlands have the ability to trap and store water, and slowly 
release it over time. This helps regulate flooding during times of heavy rainfall. Coastal wetlands  
help regulate flooding caused by storm surge. Estuaries also serve as flood control measures. It is 
important to preserve these natural resources not only for their beauty, but for their ability to be the 
first stage in preventing damage from floods and other natural disasters. 

 
YOU CAN HELP PROTECT NATURAL FLOODPLAIN FUNCTIONS BY 

• Properly storing and disposing of oils, chemicals, antifreeze, and other hazardous materials 
• Reporting hazardous spills 
• Never dumping any waste into storm drains, streams, or wetlands 

 
For information about proper disposal of solid waste, the Wakulla County Solid Waste Department 
(operated by Waste Pro) can be reached at (850) 926-7010. 

 
You can also protect natural floodplain functions by using native vegetation and following the guide- 
lines for Florida Friendly Landscaping. Resources on Florida Friendly Landscaping are available at 
http://www.floridayards.org/ . 

 
IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

• FEMA Website: http://www.ready.gov/floods 
* Here you can access procedures for before, during, and after a flood, flood insurance 

information, and other resources. 
• National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP): http://www.floodsmart.gov 
• Copies of Elevation Certificates for newer homes can be obtained from the Wakulla County 

Building Department 
* (850) 926-7636 

• Small Business Administration Disaster Loans: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . s b a . g o v / l o a n s - g r a n t s / s e e - w h a t - s b a -
o f f e r s / s b a - l o a n - p r o g r a m s / d i s a s t e r - l o a n s / a p p l y -
d i s a s t e r - l o a n   
* Low-interest disaster loans to homeowners, renters, and businesses to repair or replace 

real estate, personal property, machinery and equipment, inventory, and business assets 
that are damaged or destroyed in a declared disaster 

http://www.floridayards.org/
http://www.ready.gov/floods
http://www.floodsmart.gov/
https://www.sba.gov/loans-grants/see-what-sba-offers/sba-loan-programs/disaster-loans/apply-disaster-loan
https://www.sba.gov/loans-grants/see-what-sba-offers/sba-loan-programs/disaster-loans/apply-disaster-loan
https://www.sba.gov/loans-grants/see-what-sba-offers/sba-loan-programs/disaster-loans/apply-disaster-loan

